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“WELCOME TO IMMANUEL” 
INSIDE, OUTSIDE, AND ONLINE WORSHIP 

 
Note that our guidelines will evolve over time as restrictions increase or decrease.  
Thank you for your faithful flexibility as we worship our beloved Lord and Savior! 

 
 

INSIDE  

• Please practice social-distancing. Save important conversations and visiting for 
outside where it is safer. 

• Masks are required inside and advisable outside. 
Pick up your bulletin on the table inside and put your offering (or pledge) in the 
offering plate. 

• Let the usher know if you have a preference where you would like to sit. They 
will try to seat you based on your group size and your preference.  

• Talk as little as possible and only in a soft voice. 

• Only the worship leaders sing and speak out. Hum the songs if you feel so led. 

• Communion cups/wafers are already set up in the pews. Put the used cups 
back in the wooden holder when you are finished. 

• The usher will dismiss you.  

• Inside worship is inevitably different than before the pandemic. For the best   
experience, you may want to view it as a more reflective time enjoyed in a 
beautiful, sacred space where you can listen, share in communion, and attend 
to God.  

 
OUTSIDE 

• Safer than inside worship, outside worship doesn’t require masks in your       
vehicle—although masks are advisable when interacting with others like the 
usher who brings you: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 Your bulletin. 
 Your combined communion cup & wafer. 
 An offering box to put your offering (or pledge card). 



• Please turn your car radio to this radio station: 
 

FM 90.9 
 
 

• Feel free to sing and join in as loudly as you want during worship.  
Take home the used communion cups and dispose of them. 

 

• Outside worship reminds us of the fun and comradery of the summer parking-lot 
worship. It is a way of worshipping more closely with others while staying safe in 
our vehicle. Like the inside worship, communion is offered. 

 
ONLINE 

 

• The safest and most convenient worship experience, online worship involves 
just a few steps: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Online worship is the safest and most convenient worship experience. It is rec-
ommended for the most vulnerable. Although missing the social element of wor-
shiping together inside or outside, the online worship can in some ways feel the 
most “normal.”   

 

 

 If you wish to celebrate communion, prepare ahead of time 
bread or cracker, as well as juice or wine. 

 Go to www.immanlutheran.org on your computer, 
smartphone, tablet, etc. 

 View or print out the bulletin before watching the service. You 
may also request to have a paper bulletin mailed to you each 
week. 

 Click on the video link and worship! 

http://www.immanlutheran.org


 

Welcome to Worship!  
We are a “Church Together” 

 
 
God calls us to be a church together as we find ourselves 
physically separated, but spiritually united as one commu-
nity of God. Whether you are a visitor or longtime member, 
you are welcome to join us in worshiping Jesus Christ.  
 
 
Offerings may be mailed to the office: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
1865 14th Avenue  
Greeley, CO  80631 

 
Contact the Office and Pastor: 

Office phones (970-352-3003) will be monitored during 
office hours and messages responded to in a reasona-
ble manner. For the safety of everyone during this pan-
demic, we have been advised to not have in-person 
meetings or visits. If you have a pastoral concern, ei-
ther call the office and leave a message to set up a time 
to converse with Pastor Daren, or if urgent, text or call 
Pastor Daren at 760-814-5171.  
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 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning,  

who makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mer-
cy. 
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

God of goodness and loving kindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. 

We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 

In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 
those we know and those known only to you, 

for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 

God forgives us all our sins, 
not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 
With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 
Amen. 

PRELUDE 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah vs 4                          
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WORD 

FIRST READING:   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  

THE GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 
and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that 

willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 

rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 

tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the LORD is with you.” 

 

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my 

servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to 
live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 

tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did 
I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I command-

ed to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house 
of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says 
the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 

prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, 
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint  



 

PSALM:  Luke 1:46b-55 

    46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation.  
 51You have shown strength with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever.  

 

a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in 

their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 

them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over 

my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover 

the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your 

house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your 

throne shall be established forever. 

 

  The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 

and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 

the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, 

and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gen-

tiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 

the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be the glory forever! 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

SECOND READING:  Romans 16:25-27 

Children’s Message 
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Homily 

 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and 

pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And 

now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ances-

tor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can 

this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit 

will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 

of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 

be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary 

said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 

to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38   
 The holy gospel according to Luke.  
 Glory to you, O Lord.    



Hymn of the Day: Savior of the Nations, Come (ELW 263) verses 1,2,3   
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APOSTLES’ CREED        

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
         born of the virgin Mary,         

         suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
         was crucified, died, and was buried;  

         he descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again;  
         he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to 

this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season 

we pray for our neighbors of other denominations and inspire the 
faith of their people. Cultivate understanding among us and 
strengthen us in love and service to our community.  
 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We 

pray for the leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of 
people in need. Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to create 
societies in which everyone can flourish.  
 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
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Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the 

rich away empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and  
nutrition. Bless the work of advocates, community organizers, and food 

pantries. Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. 
 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

 
Meal   
 

Offering 

 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your crea-
tion, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we 

care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   
     
      Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 

      forever and ever.  Amen 

Communion 

After all have communed: 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ    
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.   
Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Sending   
 

Purpose and Mission Statements:  
Immanuel is called to proclaim the life, death and       
resurrection of Christ; to provide places and               
opportunities for worship and fellowship; and to be the 

spirit of Christ in the world. 
 

 Lutheran-Episcopal Campus Ministry gathers in Christ’s  

 name to share God’s love, to ask questions, to grow in 
 faith, to respect and nurture our differences,  

 and to serve others.  
  

     Blessing 

Prayer after Communion: 
 

Let us pray: 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that 
day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to  

make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your  
name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn:      All Earth Is Hopeful  (ELW 266) verses 1,4 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DISMISSAL  

    Go in peace. Serve the Lord;  Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Worship Leaders 
  

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daren Erisman 
 Organist: Stan Elmquist 



 
Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday:  8:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 
Pastor Daren Erisman 

Office: 352-3003, Cell:  760-814-5171, email: reverisman@gmail.com 
 

In this time of COVID19, Please feel free to make appointments with 
 Pastor Daren by calling or emailing him at the above phone numbers or email address. 

 
 
       

WEEK OF DECEMBER 20, 2020 
 

Sunday, December 20   10:30 am Holy Communion—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Monday, December 21   Common Sense Cleaning—Church Building  

 

Thursday, December 24    2:00 pm Inside & Outside Worship Services 
       4:00 pm Outside Worship Service  

 

Friday, December 25  
 

 
 

*********** 

• It’s not too late to turn in your pledge for 2021. Mail your pledge to the church office or place  
in the offering plate. Your pledge helps council develop a budget for 2021. Thank you for support-
ing the programs at Immanuel. 

 

                     *********** 
VOLUNTEERS 

 
   Sunday, December 20   Thursday, December 24 
Greeter:  Julie Elmquist     Julie Elmquist 
Assisting Minister: Marcia Hutton     Julie Elmquist & Marcia Hutton 
Communion Setup: Cindy Thompson    Cindy Thompson 
Tellers:  Linda Sample, Janet Johnson  Bob & Sue Morse 
Ushers:  TBD      TBD 
 
Worship will be held inside with COVID restrictions, outside in the parking lot via FM and live 
streaming online. Please choose a way to worship that is best for you and your family. 

 

*********** 
 

 

Dick Hay  Roma Arithson 
   Susan Truchses                 Rodger Arithson 
                       LaVina Schmahl 

Family and Friends dealing with COVID 

mailto:reverisman@gmail.com


Immanuel’s ASAP team has been and STILL IS keeping you in prayer.  
If you have concerns or praises for the team,  

contact Pastor in the church office or any member of the prayer team. 
     Roma Arithson, Dianna Fuller, Diane Felipe, Shirley Marine, Don Peterson, Janet Willis 

 

********** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**********    
Your Immanuel Council is aware of the rising COVID numbers  

and will be monitoring the situation. 
 

Council is ready to comply with any health mandates that may be issued. 
 Meanwhile, you have the option to worship in person, in the parking lot or on-line. 
 Inside, social distancing is designed to exceed the 6 feet distancing recommendation, 
masks must be worn at all times, and congregational responses and singing will be 
strongly discouraged.  
 

In the parking lot, you will tune in to an FM station to hear and participate in worship. 
Communion will be provided for those worshiping in the parking lot. And, on-line, the 
worship service will be live- streamed. You will be able to worship at home at the same 
time with those worshiping inside the church and in the parking lot.  
 

Thank you for responsibly choosing the worship option each week that will work best 
for you and your Immanuel family members during this health crisis. 

 

********** 
 
 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  

Celebrating birthdays this week are: 
December 24 – Ron Thompson 

 

There are no anniversaries this week. 

Immanuel will be presenting a LIVE NATIVITY on Christmas Eve 
from 3:30 to 4:00 pm just before the outdoor worship service. 

 

Needed are shepherds, angels, wise men, and animals. If you would 
like to be part of this experience, contact Amy Herold. 970.978.0870 

email: herold_amy@hotmail.com.  

mailto:herold_amy@hotmail.com


Lap Quilts for Indoor Services 

 
 

If you chose not to bring your own blanket for services, we have lap 
quilts you can purchase for $10.00/each.   

 

If you would like a bigger quilt or a fleece blanket, shop our sewing 
display room off the Fellowship Hall.   

 

All items are for sale.  Proceeds are used to purchase supplies,  
participate in Immanuel projects and assist in paying for repairs. 

  
Immanuel Sewing Group 

Any questions?  Call Bev Peterson at 970.324.0106 

********** 
If you have information that needs to be added to the weekly  

update, please contact Denise in the church office at 352-3003 
or email to: office@immanlutheran.org. 

********** 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Please submit all items for the Annual Report to 
Denise in WORD format to 

office@immanlutheran.org  
by Thursday, December 31, 2020. 

********** 
The Youth still have calendars and note pads available. If you would 

like to purchase one, two or ten, contact Amy Herold. 
970.978.0870 or email: herold_amy@hotmail.com 

mailto:office@immanlutheran.org
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